
ANSWERS 

Movie: "Ghana: Digital Dumping Ground" 

Movie was Produced by UBC students, nominated for a 2009 Emmy Award  

 
Answer these questions in your homework section  

Q: How is the slum outside Ghana’s biggest city described? 
 

A: "It's a smoldering wasteland, a slum carved into the banks of the Korle Lagoon, one 
of the most polluted bodies of water on Earth. The locals call it Sodom and Gomorrah." 

  
Q: Why did the news correspondent and graduate students go to Ghana? 
 

A: "Correspondent Peter Klein and a group of graduate journalism students from the 
University of British Columbia have come here as part of a global investigation to track a 
shadowy industry that’s causing big problems here and around the world." 

 

Q: What is the “shadowy industry” that is causing global problems? 
 

A: It's a industry which is behind the veil, usually illegal, which causes both 
environmental and social problems. Employees working in these industries get very bad 
negative health impact because of the harmful chemical coming out of the electronics 
they are working with. 
 

Q: What does the introduction reveal about Alex and his life in the slum? 
 

A: "Guide for the students is a 13-year-old boy named Alex. He shows them his home, a 
small room in a mass of shanty dwellings, and offers to take them across a dead river to 
a notorious area called Agbogbloshie. Agbogbloshie has become one of the world’s 
digital dumping grounds, where the West’s electronic waste, or e-waste, piles up—
hundreds of millions of tons of it each year." 

 

Q: What happens to the tons of e-waste produced by the West? 
 

A: They go to the Developing Countries, such as Countries in Africa Continent, China, 
Vietnam, India, etc. 

 
Q: What is the human and environmental impact of e-waste? 
 

A: To Human: For the workers, they can have cancer, because of inhaling those 
harmful, toxic chemicals. Also for the people who sends those Electronics, such as 
Americans or People working in "Shadowy Industries", they will get the effect in about a 
decade, if this thing goes like this. 
To Nature: Of course, it will affect the nature in many ways. The toxic chemicals mixes 
with the land, making it infertile, and mixes with air, which increases Air pollution, which 
will affect whole earth, including Developed countries. Lastly, it mixes with the water, 
and water cycles all the time; will affect all part of water in the world.This leads to Impact 
on Human again. 
 
 

http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/ghana804/video/video_index.html

